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Prayer Corner of the World… 
  
In Myanmar, next on the list of worst nations in persecuting Christians, this past 
year was filled with preparations for the first free and fair elections in 25 years.  
This is the country where my friend, Samuel, lives and ministers.  During the cam-
paign and elections, the Burmese army continued its attacks against ethnic minor-
ities in Kachin and Shan State, where Samuel faithfully brought his booklets and 
rice bought by supporters, to distribute for the poor and needy.  Some had en-
dured floods, fires, and violence.  He has taken Gospel booklets that he has writ-
ten and distributed them among the poor and those who are Buddhist and Muslim.  
Though Samuel has been able to build some bridges with those who are non-
Christians, Christianity is still outwardly despised.  The new elections may have 
given some hope for churches to be recognized more, but the fights between Bud-
dhists and Muslims is heavy, and the disregard for Christians can be very dis-
heartening.  There are many orphans in Myanmar who live and sleep on the streets.  Samuel and his wife, Khin, have 
taken in a half-dozen children and teens.  They teach them about Jesus, send them to school as they can afford to, and 
prepare them to become disciples to missionaries.   
  
 Pray for persecuted Christian minorities to lovingly minister to Buddhists and Muslims. 
 Pray that God would use new Christians’ Buddhist backgrounds to draw other Buddhists to Him.   
 Pray that the Holy Spirit would comfort and strengthen believers who are attacked for their faith. 
 Pray for my friends, Samuel and Khin, to be safe and well provided for their ministry to flourish.   

 
Offerings Received  
for the Lord’s Work 

As of  
February 21, 2016 

 

Income received from: 
Loose Plate   $     1,332 
General Fund Envelopes  $   24,819 
Mission    $     1,127 
Maintenance   $     1,928 
Total Offerings Received   $   29,206 
Misc. Other Income, Rent  $     3,508 
Total Income   $   32,714 
 
Income 1/1/16 thru 2/21/16   $   32,714 
Expenses 1/1/16 to 2/21/16   $   30,485 
Income minus Expense  $     2,229 
 
Amount needed weekly $4,072 per budget  
Total offerings received thru 2/21/16 $   32,714 
Offerings needed thru 2/21/16 8 wks $   32,576 
Over per budget                         $ 138 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 10 
11 am ~ 2 pm 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Adults $10    Children 5-12 $5.00 ~ Under 5 are free 
Takeouts available 10:30 am to 1 pm 

Homemade meal of chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy,  
dressing, corn, coleslaw, cranberries, roll, dessert, beverage 

Sign up sheet for help and donations in the narthex.  

95th  Annual  
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 Pastor’s Page… 

 As I write this, we are experiencing the beginning of the possible 14 inches of snow.  It has 

canceled schools, Bible studies, Soup Suppers, and Midweek Lenten Worship services.   

We have all experienced forces that cancel out things for us.  When it is a weather storm, 
the majority of children are thrilled.  When it is a miscarriage, the reaction is mourning over 
what might have been.  When we have settled for something less than we hoped for, an 
open door of opportunity cancels our disappointment and replaces it with surprising joy!  
Bills pile up, and we don’t have a money to shovel it away, until an unexpected check 
comes in and blows the bills and us away.  Perhaps, like a child, you wonder if a “snow 

day” like that would ever come your way.   

We were given life by God.  But, sin in our lives, seen, for instance, in our griping and complaining, has made a mess of 
everything.  Jesus journeyed throughout His life without a cancelation in His mission to save us from our lives coming to 
an unhappy standstill.  Whenever Lent falls, (this time very early in the year), many cancel doing some things as their 
symbolic sacrifices, from fasting to praying during mealtimes instead.  Some cancel eating sweets, and renew their com-
mitment to greater health.  But, none of what we attempt to do, can move the deeply stained sins in our lives.  We need 

more than just a plow, but a miracle. 

In the Bible, the picture of snow reminds us of our sins being forgiven.  “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.”  Jesus did not abort His mission because of the 
heavy burden of our sins.  Instead, what would have buried us under something worse than 3 feet of snow, drifted to Him 
as the Holy Spirit blew Him to the cross.  There, He died and was buried to make all things right, and us, white.  He rose 
to shovel us out of our frozen positions in sin and death.  He has risen to clear more than our driveways, but our hearts 
that are shut-in.  Thanks to Jesus, we have snow white souls, yet warming our souls as we cozy up to Him and His love, 
by faith.  In any inclement spiritual weather that threatens to bury us in depression, worse than long winters to endure, 

Jesus has canceled our sin and its consequences, like death from ever touching us.   

Because Jesus died and rose for us, we have an eternity of snow days!  He is Risen to make us like snow angels to share 

His message with hearts that are melting in gloom and hopelessness, to be free to enjoy life as God intended.   

         Celebrating with you, over sins’ consequences cancelled because of Christ, 

      Pastor Paul Hauser 

 

Pastor Paul Hauser 

One spring day, a father and son were driving when a bee flew in the window and buzzed around. Because 
the boy was deathly allergic to bee stings, he panicked. But the calm father reached out and caught the bee 
in his hand, holding it tight.  
 
After a few moments, the dad reached over, opened his hand and showed his son the stinger, stuck in his 
palm. “It’s okay,” the father said. “I took the sting, so the bee can’t hurt you.”  
 
Likewise, people who know Jesus as their victorious Savior no longer need to fear the sting of death. “O death, 
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55, ESV).  
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Youth Group News 
JoAnn Pinet 

 
The Youth Group had a successful Pancake Brunch on Valentine’s Day. 
Approximately 50 people enjoyed pancakes, sausages, fresh fruit and pas-
tries. We collected an offering of $366 which was used toward a winter 
youth retreat at Cran Hill Ranch in Rodney, Michigan,  February 19-21. 
Seven members of our Youth Group and three leaders enjoyed the beauti-

ful weather with a variety of outdoor activities in a camp setting. This included horseback riding, Ga-Ga ball, archery tag, 
tubing down an icy hill in shirt sleeves, and ice cream treats each evening. While the sunshine was nice, it did eliminate 
some of the snow activities and make for a lot of mud, but that didn’t slow us down. The speaker and worship leader, Aa-
ron Mora, was very good at encouraging the kids (and all of us) to want to get to know God more and deepen our relation-
ship with Him. The band, Redeeming Eden, played fun and inspirational music that got everyone in the mood to worship. 
Everything about this Christian Camp was very nice -- ask the kids about it… I’ve already heard “Can we go back next 
year?”  
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Trustee Work 2015—2016 
 
Listed below are some of the things that the trustees have been working on in the past year as well as projects to do in the coming year. Thanks 
to those who have contributed their time and talent! We are fortunate to have these people in our midst.  Please remember these added costs 
with the giving of your tithes and offerings. Your contributions are appreciated in supporting the upkeep our or facility.    
 
Replacing HVAC Control 
The church has three heating systems.  

System 1 is located in the basement mechanical room and services the sanctuary, organ lofts, rooms in the back of the sanctuary, basement 
and narthex.  

System 2 is located in be mechanical room south of the kitchen and services the kitchen, office area, library and all the other rooms off of the 
hallway. There is also air conditioning for the library and office area that is part of this system. 

System 3 is composed of two roof mounted units that provide heating and air conditioning for the Fellowship Hall. 
 
In 2014 we had a number of problems with the controller for System 2. This controller is obsolete and new parts are not available. In the first part 
of 2015, the Trustees obtained quotes on a number of options for replacing the controller. The proposals ranged from simple replacement of the 
controller, making no other changes or upgrades; to replacing the controller and upgrading all three systems so they would be connected, coordi-
nated and able to be interfaced with via a computer device (phone, computer, etc.) onsite or remotely.   
 
It was decided that replacing the controller was going to be too costly and that we would keep the exiting controller in place. However, we are 
going to have the outside temperature sensor moved to the north side of the school, provide better alarming/notification of System 2 HVAC prob-
lems and replace the thermostats throughout the facility.  Proposal cost $4,255 
 
Basement Flooding/Boiler replacement 
The basement sump pumps failed, due to an electrical problem, which resulted in flooding of the basement. Hammer Restoration removed water, 
dried out basement and made some repairs. The water damaged both of the boilers and they had to be replaced. Total cost for restoration and 
new boilers. Total cost was $22,691 with insurance paying $18,506. 
 
Gazebo Restoration 
The gazebo had quite a few deck boards and railing parts that worn and rotted so they were replaced. Then the entire gazebo except for the ceil-
ing was refinished. Total cost was $4,197.  
 
Parking lot lights 
Replaced the High Pressure Sodium light fixtures on the three parking lot pole lights with LED fixtures. This was done because two of the three 
needed new lamps and the LED lights will save us an estimated $300 a year ($420 vs $120) and also provide more light. Total cost was $2,095. 
 
Replaced plugged sump pump discharge line 
A pipe line runs from just outside the basement mechanical room, north to the drain by the road. The eaves troughs on the west side of the 
church and a field tile line for the yard with both of them connected to the sump pump discharge pipe line. The discharge pipe was plugged and it 
was decided to replace it with three pipe lines one each for pump discharge, downspouts and lawn drainage. The three will connect together near 
the road drain. All this work was done by Trustees.   
 
Replacement of Consumers Transformer 
The transformer that provides electrical power to the church appeared to be leaking so we reported it to Consumers. They determined it was leak-
ing and replaced it. There was no cost for this. 
 
Miscellaneous Items  
East doors: replaced door closers, repaired locks. Repaired windows in parsonage. Replaced water heater in parsonage. Repaired walls in the 
choir room after white boards were removed. Repaired doors ladies bath room, cry room, bathroom door, door into this area. Repair and mainte-
nance work on windows in old school rooms. Fix broken door in the men’s bathroom. Planed off bottom of office door to choir room. Repaired 
leaking water pipes in parsonage (2016.)  
 
2016 To Do List 
Upgrade of Heating System (kitchen, library, classrooms, office) 
Border around south and east side of school to keep lawn mower from damaging building. 
Upgrade exterior lighting. May include an additional parking lot light pole. 
Work on windows in old school. 
Hook up down spouts to newly installed drain pipe and landscape the west yard. 
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Mar 1 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
 7:00 pm Church Council 
Mar 3 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 
Mar 6 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
Mar 8 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 9 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30 pm Soup Supper 
 7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Mar 10 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Elders 
 

Mar 13 (Daylight Savings Time Begins) 
 9:30 am Worship  
 10:45 am Sunday School/Fellowship 
 Confirmation Class 
Mar 14 7:00 pm Stew/Evangelism 
Mar 15 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 16 10:30 am Bible Study 
 5:30 pm Soup Supper 
 7:00 pm Lenten Worship 
Mar 17 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
  

Mar 20 9:30 am Palm Sunday Worship w/
 Communion 
 10:45 am Sunday School/Fellowship 
 Confirmation Class 
Mar 22 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
 

Mar 24  7:00 pm Maundy Thurs. Worship w/
 Communion 
Mar 25 1:00 pm Good Friday Worship w/
 Communion 
Mar 27 6:30 am Easter Sunrise 
 9:30 am Easter Festival Worship  
  

Mar 29 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Mar 30 10:30 am Bible Study 
Mar 31 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 

 

 

Apr 3 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:45 am Sunday School/Fellowship 
 Confirmation Class/Choir 
 6:00 pm Euchre 
Apr 5 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
 7:00 pm Church Council 
Apr 6 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 7 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
Apr 8 4:00 pm Chicken Dinner Prep 
Apr 9 9:00 am Chicken Dinner Prep 
 
Apr 10 9:30 am Worship  
 11:00 am Chicken Dinner 
Apr 11 7:00 pm Stewardship/Evangelism 
Apr 12 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 13 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 14 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Elders 
 
Apr 17 9:30 am Worship w/Communion 
 10:45 am Sunday School/Fellowship 
 Confirmation Class/Choir 
Apr 19 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 20 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 21 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 
Apr 24 9:30 am Worship  
 10:45 am Sunday School/Fellowship 
 Confirmation Class/Choir 
Apr 26 9:00 am LWR Quilters 
Apr 27 10:30 am Bible Study 
Apr 28 12:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
 



The Iva Chimes                   
 

March/April 2016                              7                    

 

2 Penny Brown 

 Ariana Duma 

 Alena Duma 

4 Dennis Osmond 

 Amber Richnak 

5 Mary Hollingsworth 

8   Ryan Frost 

     Nancy Deibel 

9   Ryan Hilbrandt 

10   Beth Hagarty 

 Adam Beyersdorf  

11 Jim Dietrich 

 Carol Card 

 Travis Yell 

13 Robin Wenzel 

 Sharon Hyatt 

14 Jessalie Flores 

15 Carl Roggow 

 Cash Kruth 

 Larry Kade       

16 Wilma Wolgast 

 Steve Kumar 

 Rebecca Hodges 

18 Sierra Yell 

     Kimberly Rose 

19 Megan Rich 

20 Jordan Hingston 

 David Berger 

 Jonathan Berger 

 Jim McQuiston 

 Marsha Pretzer 

23  Shirley Fraser 

 Sierra Hanson 

25  Bruce La Londe 

26  Dick Gofton 

 Mark Richard-

son 

 Katie McCoy 

 Thomas Hol-

lingsworth 

30 Jacob White 

1  Troy Beyersdorf 
2  Bruce Pretzer 
3 George Leveto 
5   Allyssa Carroll 
  Christopher Ross 
  Andrew Ross 
  Carlton Ross 
  Taylar Klemm 
  Suzanne Schultz 
  Isaac Wietfeldt 
6  Karen Gardner 
  Mildred Pretzer 
7  Garrett Hingston 
  Tom Neuenfeldt 
8  Don Beach 
9 Mike Rohn 
10 Tom Garner 
11 Jeanne Kade 
13 Amy Huey 
15 Jesus Mata 
16 Jason Bluemer 
  Kay Card 
  Mckenna Kumar 
18 Jeff Teske 
 Lucinda Hodges 

21 Dakota Baccary 
 Maxine Diener 
 Logan Valliere 
22 Janice Coty 
 Duane Tessin 
 Rosemary Schell 
23 Karen Seeburger 
24 Mark Hilbrandt 
 Hannah Spangler 
 Conner Neuenfeldt 
25 Kayla Goward 
 Barbara Willman 
27 Mitchell Hingston 
 Austin Kade 
 Haley Willman 
28 Helen McCoy 
29 Rebecca Greskowiak 
 Matthew Schmoyer 
 Gerri Hingston 
30 Claire Laurenz 
 Don Rossow 
 Doris Schafer 
31 Dominique Porter 

 
 March 6 Daryl & Jane Tessin 
 March 7  Don & Bernice Beach 
 March 13  Gary & JoAnn Frost 
 March 16  Richard & Sally Wietfeldt 
 March 17  Greg & Christine McMahon 
 

 

April 9 John & Carrie Gardner 

April 16 Chris & Jerry Farrar 

April 21  Elmer & Barb Willman 

April 22 Jerry & Julie Keel 

April 24 Bruce & Pauline La Londe 

April 25 Dale & Nancy Deibel 

April 26 Laurel & Kevin Ross 

April 29 Jim & Geri Hingston 



The mission and vision of Zion Lutheran Church is to 
share Jesus with all people as we 

J~oyfully worship 
E~ducate all people 
S~hare God’s Word 
U~tilize all gifts 
S~erve all souls 

Zion Lutheran Church 
17927 Dice Road 
Hemlock, Michigan 48626 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 
Pastor: Rev. Paul Hauser           
Church Office - 989-642-5909 
Secretary Office Hours Tues. & Thurs. 2-4 pm 
                    Fri 9 am-11 am 
Pastor Home   989-327-1557 
Pastor’s Cell Phone                 989-964-8722 
Zion Prayer Chain   989-643-5196 
Zion’s E-mail                      Zion.hemlock@yahoo.com  
Zion’s Website                    www.zionhemlock.org 
   
Zion’s newsletter, “The Iva Chimes” is published monthly. Information to 
be included in the newsletter is due on or before the 23rd of the month 

and can be faxed or emailed to the church.     

Who’s Who 

  Sunday Worship Schedule 
    9:30 A.M. Divine Worship Service 

10:45 am JAM Sunday School (Sept—May) 
        (Holy Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. POSTAGE  

P A I D 
HEMLOCK MI 

 

View this newsletter 
online at 

www.zionhemlock.org 

Return Service Requested 

Day Light Savings 

Time Begins  

March 13th! 


